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that the water possessed marvellous healing and
cleansing properties, and at once determined to test
its efficacy on himself. He left his basket and
crawled into the water. The leprosy at once dis-
appeared from the whole of his body except one
finger by which he had held on to a branch of the
ber tree on the margin. Not only had the leprosy
disappeared, but he who had hitherto been a cripple
was restored to health and the splendour of manly
beauty, and he calmly awaited the return of his
darling and faithful spouse from her mendicant
excursion.

On arriving, her consternation knew no bounds.
In the perfect proportions of the man who stood
before her, she could not discover her husband, the
recent crippled and maimed leper, and she shrank
from his embrace with all the indignation of out-
raged virtue. In vain did he essay to explain to
her the cause of his metamorphosis. She inter-
rupted his narrative with tears and imprecations.
Her belief was, that the stranger before her had
killed her husband, and now presented himself as
an unholy lover in her helplessness and bereave-
ment. The quarrel waxed hot between husband
and wife. She refused to accept his statements, and
he felt mortified at the incredulity of his hitherto
peerless spouse. Remonstrance and argument had
no effect on her, and feminine obstinacy temporarily
triumphed. With ceaseless objurgations and moni-
tions of divine vengeance she hastened from the
presence of the man she believed guilty of such
great enormity, to mourn her darling leper in some
remote and forlorn solitude.

Some villagers who had accidentally seen the
occurrence, bore witness to the fact that it was really
the same man she had brought in her basket. The
lady still remained sceptical. On this they told her
that Guru Ram Das, a famous saint of God, was
sitting under a tree not far distant, and if she went